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Psychoanalysis may be considered a treatment of the speaking body, which changes during 
the analytical process, in sensitivity, shape, symptom, satisfaction and wellbeing. These 
changes are not miraculous, but rather the body’s reaction to the intervention of the analyst. 
The body is not only the organism, but also the interface between life and the signifier. The 
body is not only life, but the place where life reacts to language, and as a result, the only place 
of enjoyment for a living and speaking being. 
 
That psychoanalysis is a treatment of the speaking body may be sustained on different levels.  
On a conceptual plane we speak of the body’s drive, of its defence against it; of anxiety as the 
sensation of reduction to the mere body; of fragments of the body becoming libidinal objects. 
We even speak of “hysterisation” of the symptom, and the body’s sensitivity to the desire of 
the Other. At the level of practice, we find the body responding to the analyst’s interpretation. 
 
From an ethical point of view, psychoanalysis implies a healthy restriction of heaven and hell 
to the limits of our body – a salutary atheist principle. 
 
The talking cure doesn’t take place in a single language; the body expresses itself in different 
dialects, even in different languages. Each type of symptom represents quite different 
possibilities of somatic language; the recognition of those types gives support to the analyst’s 
interpretation and more generally to the reception of the patient’s transference in the setting of 
the analytic act. Anxiety and symptom may be studied particularly as structural compasses 
that guide analytical work. 
 
We are going to include material on the somatic symptom and the direction of the treatment 
in the different clinical types of symptom: psychosis, perversion and neurosis. 
 

 



LACAN SEMINAR PROGRAM 
 
Friday, April 9 
Registration 7.30pm-8.00pm 
  
8.00pm-9.30pm:  Public Lecture  

The talking cure and the speaking body nowadays. The subtle, 
talkative language of hysteria and obsessional neurosis’ isolation of 
one’s “own” body. 

 
Saturday, April 10 
Registration 8.30am-9.00am 
 
9.00-10.30: Session 1  

The fear of the body. Anxiety as a feeling of one’s reduction to a mere 
body; phobia and perversion; the phallus: castration’s subject. 

 
10.30-11.00: Morning Tea 
 
11.00-12.30: Session 2  

The organ’s language of schizophrenia and the corpse’s language 
of melancholia. 

 
12.30-1.30: Lunch 
 
1.30-3.00:     Session 3 Case presentation by Dr Esther Faye and 

discussion by Dr Lombardi. 
 
3.00-3.30: Afternoon Tea  
 
3.30-5.00:  Session 4  

Homo and hetero enjoyment of the body. Sexual reality in our time. 
 
Sunday, April 11 
Registration 9.00am-9.30am 
 
9.30-11.00: Session 5  

Somatic causes and the compass for psychoanalytical practice: 
the symptom as incarnation of the subject’s division.  

 
11.00-11.30: Morning Tea 
 
11.30-1.00: Session 6 
 Discussion and conclusion 
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REGISTRATION FORM : ACP LACAN SEMINAR with Dr Gabriel Lombardi, 
Treacy Conference Centre, 9th–11th April 2010, 126 The Avenue Parkville, Victoria 
 
The discounted rates will apply to payments received by close of business on 26h March 2010 
           Whole    Friday       Saturday Sunday 
        Seminar  Public 
Please circle  (Prices in AUD)   Lecture 
General Admission      $380/350    $30      $295/270      $135/120 
 
Member of the ACP         $330/300    $30         $255/230       $115/100 
 
Student of the VUT          $240/210    $30      $180/165       $80/70 
Master of Psychoanalysis 
 
Other Student / Concession     $300/270    $30      $235/215       $100/85 
GST=zero 
 
Please note that the Public Lecture is included in the registration fee for either Saturday or 
Sunday and for the whole Seminar.  
The fee includes light refreshments and a glass of wine after the Public Lecture; morning and 
afternoon tea on Saturday and Sunday, and lunch on Saturday. 
 
PAYMENT DETAILS 
 
Name………………………………                          Address ………………………………… 
 
Mobile and/or phone………………… 
 
Email address … ……………….............................................  
 
Payments can be made by one of the following methods: 
1. Electronic transfer: transfer the payment amount to the ACP, Bank: Commonwealth, 
BSB: 063172, Account Number: 1015 3043. If paying via electronic funds transfer, please 
include your name as a message or advise the Treasurer of payment by email. 
2.Cheque: make your cheque payable to the Australian Centre for Psychoanalysis.  
3.Credit card: please complete the following and post to the Treasurer, Australian Centre for 
Psychoanalysis, PO Box 509, Carlton South VIC 3053. 
 
Please circle type of card  Visa   Mastercard 
 
Name on card  …………………………………………..  
 
Card Number……………………………………………  Expiry Date………/……… 
 
Please deduct $………………………………..from my credit card 
 
Signature………………………………………... 
 
For further information please contact: 
Dr Susan Schwartz 0408 120 549, susanschwartz@ozemail.com.au  Dr Carl Scuderi 
0438 281 789, Ursula Paton, 0438 009 454 or ursulapaton@optushome.com.au or go to 
www.psychoanalysis.org.au 
 


